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years has been a mistake ? 7 Why not bring evidence to show
that the alcoholic patient is a better one than the non-

alcoholic ? 7 And why not give a scientific definition of what
is meant by the abuse of alcohol ? 7

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
April 2nd, 1907. WALTER N. EDWARDS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I observe that in THE LANCET of to-day’s date a
statement on alcohol is published to which my name has
been attached without an addition which I had made a

necessary condition to this being done.
The addition is that of the word many before the word

" adults " in the second last paragraph, a paragraph which
deals with the use of alcohol as an article of diet, as

distinguished from its use as a therapeutic agent. I am
informed that this word was actually inserted in the proof
before authority was given to add my name to the
statement.
The condition of my consent was therefore that the part of

the paragraph referred to should read, "...... the moderate
use of alcoholic beverages is, for I many’ adults, usually
beneficial," &c. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Edinburgh, March 30th, 1907. THOMAS R. FRASER.

*=" The error was not made by us.-ED. L.

WALTER N. EDWARDS.

THE TRANSMISSION OF PLAGUE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;The report in the Journal (If Hygiene from the
Plague Commission in India has established very con-

clusively the fact that the flea is the most important factor
in the transmission of plague from rat to man. This report
confirms the theory first formulated by Simond and after-
wards further elaborated and demonstrated by Elkington,
Thompson, and Tidswell. Elkington’s paper, published in
the Azcstrczlasian Medical Gazette for August, 1903, can be
said to have first scientifically shown the transmission of
plague from rat to rat by means of the flea. The reports on
the Sydney outbreaks 1900-1904 are valuable records of a
systematic research by epidemiological methods into the

etiology of plague and constitute a most valuable collection
of data in connexion with the disease. Elkington’s paper
and the Sydney reports can claim to have scientifically
proved the connexion of rats and fleas with the recurrence
of plague in man, and we think that these workers have not
received that recognition that their results deserve.
Our object in writing this letter is to show that the

splendid opportunity of studying outbreaks of plague on a
large scale in a European community has not been lost and
that scientific work of a high character in connexion with
the disease has been carried out in Australia. We would
also like to point out that while imperial honours, as is only
right, have frequently been conferred on the medical officers
of the various smaller colonies, those of the great self-

governing States have hitherto been almost entirely ignored,
though much valuable work, often of world-wide import-
ance, has been done by such officers.

In conclusion, it is hardly necessary for us to say that,
working as we do in a far-distant part of the Australian
Commonwealth, we have no direct connexion with the three
investigators above mentioned, though profiting much by
their researches, and as a natural delicacy has prevented
them from laying claim to the credit which is their due, we
who are able to estimate the merit of their work have con-
sidered it right to take this opportunity of making it known.

We remain, Sirs, yours faithfully,
T. L. ANDERSON, M.D. Melb.,

Special Medical Officer, Fremantle, W.A.
J. DURTON CLELAND, M.D. Syd.,
Government Pathologist, Perth, W.A.

Public Health Department, Central Board of Health,
Perth, W.A., Feb. 23rd, 1907.

T. L. ANDERSON, M.D. Melb.,
Special Medical Officer, Fremantle, W.A.
J. BURTON CLELAND, M.D. Syd.,
Government Pathologist, Perth, W.A.

Public Health Department, Central Board of Health,
Perth, W.A., Feb. 23rd, 1907.

THE PRODUCTION OF THE HOT CROSS
BUN.

10 the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;Attention has been called in the lay press this

Eastertide to the conditions of production of hot cross buns.
One’s first inclination is to attribute the outcry to the
requirements of journalism during recess, but there can be

no doubt that there is serious reason for the protests which
have appeared. I have been told by an absolutely reliable
and highly expert authority that in 80 per cent. of bake-
houses the additional work entailed is well nigh intolerable.
The custom of the trade is on the Wednesday in Holy Week
to work all night baking bread for Thursday and Friday,
and then, without rest, to begin making the hot cross

buns for Friday. This is done, of course, in batches, each
batch requiring the nicest attention and close watching.
The temperature of the bakehouse averages 900 F. and the
atmosphere is rendered additionally trying by the steam from
the buns and the fumes of the furnace ash. Often the
bakers work from 30 to 36 hours without sleep immediately
after the extra bread-making entailed by Good Friday, and it
is no unusual thing for the men to drop off to sleep whilst at
work, in spite of every effort to keep awake. During this
period, too, the shop assistants have to be on duty to remove
the buns from the baking sheets, to store them in the shop
or place them in bags for delivery, but of course this
duty cannot be compared to the strenuous work of the
bakehouse. It requires little imagination to foresee
the state of exhaustion of the regular and journeyman
baker when Good Friday arrives, after so many hours of
labour at such a temperature, labour, too, demanding the
most unremitting care and almost the master-touch. Though
Cross has replaced Crescent the hot cross bun is the direct
descendant of the cakes offered to the Queen of Heaven and
comes originally from the Phoenician worship of Astoreth.
Still, that is no reason why in the twentieth century we
should encourage our good friends the bakers, even volun-
tarily, " to pass their sons through the fire " to the Moloch of
fashion.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

J. ALISON GLOVBR, M.D. Cantab., D.P.H.
Highbury, March 31st, 1907.

J. ALISON GLOVER, M.D. Cantab., D.P.H.
Highbury, March 31st, 1907.

THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SENATORIAL ELECTION.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I must take exception to the hysterical heading of
Dr. E. H. Starling’s letter in the British Medical Jml?’nal of
March 30th. There is no "threatened disintegration of
the University of London " but there is a strong desire on
the part of many of its graduates that the radical changes
initiated since its reconstitution should cease in order that
its high position, obtained by a steady process of evolution
during a long term of years, may not be lost. It is to give
these graduates an opportunity of expressing their desire I
have consented to nomination for the vacancy on the
Senate in May next. We recognise in Sir Thomas Barlow
one of the parents of the concentration scheme at South
Kensington, which now stands condemned by the vote of the
Medical Faculty on March 19th, when Dr. H. A. Caley and
Dr. L. E. Hill defeated Dr. J. R. Bradford and Dr. J. K.
Fowler, the former representatives on the Senate. Dr. Starling
states, ’’ The suggestion as to the lowering of the standard of
the degrees is devoid of foundation." How does he recon-
cile this statement with the following official statistics ? At
the intermediate medical examinations for the quinquennial
period 1892 to 1896 45 2 per cent. of the candidates were
rejected ; from 1897 to 1901 40 per cent. ; and from 1902 to,
1906 30 per cent. At the 1906 examinations only 27-2 2 per
cent. failed to pass. Then, again, at the M.D. examinations.
In 1906 only eight candidates in 60 failed and in December,
1905, but three in 20 were rejected, whereas in July of that
year 12 failed out of 31. In July, 1906, 14 presented them-
selves in medicine and 13 passed, and last December 17
entered and 15 passed. In midwifery and diseases of women
six presented themselves in December, 1906, and five passed ;
and in July of that year 11 entered and ten passed.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
London, April 1st, 1907. ERNEST W. WHITE.ERNEST W. WHITE.

THE ALLEGED INCREASE OF INSANITY
To the .Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In Dr. G. H. Savage’s Lumleian lecture which is
published in THE LANCET of March 30th, p. 855, it is stated
in connexion with the subject of general paralysis of the
insane: "In the last report general paralysis is stated to
be increasing more rapidly in Edinburgh than in Glasgow.
This seems hard to explain, but I am inclined to think that
more careful clinical examination in Edinburgh may account
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for the fact." Dr. Savage is, of course, quite entitled to
think as he pleases, but when he puts his thought into
speech or print and throws what is apparently a slur on the
methods of clinical examination in Glasgow he should give
reasons to show what has led to his belief. Is it not the
fact that the recognition of general paralysis is more diffi-
cult than at first sight appears ? that, in other words, more
careful clinical examination is required to say what is not
general paralysis than what is ? Is Dr. Savage prepared to
point out any pathognomonic sign of general paralysis ? Does
he believe that the bacillus paralyticans of Ford-Robertson is
the cause of the disease and the presence of that organism
pathognomonic ?
As one who has taken a great practical interest in the

study of this particular question, I still am of opinion that
there is no patbognomonic sign of general paralysis of the
insane and that it is a disease which is often liable to be
confounded with cases of cerebral syphilis, saturnine poison- I
ing, psychasthenic, alcoholic, and other forms of the
insanities. In this particular asylum, which is the largest
in Scotland, and one of the number serving Glasgow district,
the method of examining all newly admitted cases is such
that no patient is allowed out of bed until an accurate
report of his bodily and mental condition has been made.
When the admitting physician is in any difficulty it is

invariably the custom for him to consult with the other
medical officers, all of whom have had varied experience in
general hospitals before they became asylum physicians. I
will be glad to hear through you on what grounds, if any,
Dr. Savage has based his belief regarding the inferior clinical
methods pursued at Glasgow as compared with Edinburgh.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
HAMILTON C. MARR.

Medical Superintendent, Glasgow District Asylum,
March 30th, 1907. Woodilee, Lenzie.

HAMILTON C. MARR.
Medical Superintendent, Glasgow District Asylum,

THE BIRMINGHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Your Birmingham correspondent has either been
misinformed or has expressed himself in a misleading
manner when he writes that at the General Hospital
"steps are being taken to form a plan for the treatment
of the more simple cases as dispensary or club patients,"
which might be taken to mean that the hospital is con-
templating the establishment of a dependent dispensary or
club. No such proposal has been made but a report of a
committee is under consideration which proposes to get rid
of that class of patient which can be adequately treated by
existing dispensaries or clubs, after rendering these appli-
cants merely such first aid as may be urgently required. I
am sending you a marked copy of the Birmingham Daily
Post, which contains the speech of the chairman of the board
upon which, presumably, your correspondent founded his
remarks. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 25th, 1907. ROBERT SAUNDBY. IROBERT SAUNDBY.

THE POLLUTION OF WATER-COURSES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Some of your readers may be able to advise me in
the following circumstances. I am resident on my own

property on the banks of the river Blackwater, more than
one mile below the town of Witham, Essex. This town has

recently provided for itself a new water-supply, a new

railway station is in course of erection, numerous houses are
being built, and, though our rates vie with those of Poplar,
the beautiful surrounding country renders it a desirable

place of residence. A system of sewerage, with an

adequate farm, seems to be efficiently worked ; but in
the town itself is a fell-mongery with a number of
tanks, in which hides and animals’ feet are soaked
with lime. The contents of these tanks are discharged
by simply lifting a sluice every week into the Braintree
stream, an affluent of the Blackwater. Two larger tanks are
discharged at night, for very obvious reasons. This mass of
unspeakable filth passes through a portion of the town,
carrying with it quantities of fish, dead and dying. Even
at my property the smell is at times abominable; and the
agitation of the water in any way produces a mass of seething
foam like soap-suds. As the owner of one mile of river bank
I have always been ready to permit the free use of it by
anglers, who a few years ago called it the best piece of

roach fishing in England ; but .as ;1 write numerous fine
fish lie dead near my garden, and the anglers’ occupation
will soon be gone.

I have seen pedestrians drink from the river in front of
my house, so clear is it at times, and yet the Witham folks
wonder why they have cases of diphtheria in the town and
why there have been outbreaks of typhoid fever.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
G. W. GRABHAM, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.P. Lond.

Witham, Essex, March 30th, 1907.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
G. W. GRABHAM, M.D. Lond., M.R.C.P. Lond.

Witham, Essex, March 30th, 1907.

THE RIDEAL-WALKER COEFFICIENT.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SlES,&mdash;We ask a few lines of your space to state that it
has been found necessary to substitute the term " Rideal-
Walker Coefficient " for that originally introduced by us-
viz., 11 carbolic Acid Coefficient."
The necessity for adhering strictly to the modus ope’J’andi

prescribed in our test has been strongly emphasised in the
last two or three years since we published our method, and
that this caution is necessary is shown by the fact that many
disinfectants are advertised as having a certain carbolic acid
coefficient when the figure given has obviously been obtained
by methods having little or nothing in common with the test
as described in the journal of the Royal Sanitary Institute,l
thus introducing confusion and robbing the term of the
value it originally possessed. Much of the success of our
method is due to the fact that we provide for the postulant
and control being tested not only in the same time but at
the same time. As the resistance of the test organism, even
when subcultured from the same stock, varies from day to
day it is unfair and misleading to offer a "coefficient" "

obtained by testing the :postulant on one occasion and the
phenol control on another. Similarly, when the "thread,"
" garnet," or any modification of the Rideal-Walker test has
been employed information that such a method has been
used should accompany the coefficient" " and the latter
should certainly never be advertised without this information.

It is therefore most desirable that bacteriologists when
reporting on the germicidal value of a disinfectant should
specify precisely the method employed. Great discredit has
been thrown on the Rideal-Walker test by the publication of
results obtained by the worker modifying the technique-
sometimes to a very large extent-without notifying the
modification, and many of the discrepancies referred to by
critics are directly attributable to this fact.

We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,
SAMUEL RIDEAL,

April 2nd, 1907. J. T. AINSLIE WALKER.
SAMUEL RIDEAL,
J. T. AINSLIE WALKER.

MEDICAL TREATMENT OF SCHOOL
CHILDREN.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Mr. R. W. Rea has introduced into Parliament a
Bill to make provision for vacation schools and for the
medical inspection and treatment of school children." This
Bill has passed its second reading and was referred to the
Standing Committee on Trade. There it was said that I I exist-
ing organisations, whether philanthropic or charitable,
should be made use of as far as possible and thus
save the ratepayers’ pockets." It was pointed out

(h propos to the organisation of games) that in the
London schools alone there were 2600 departments, that
a responsible person could hardly be paid less than .6100 a
year, and thus an expense of .E.260,000 a year would be
incurred ; a clause was therefore added to the effect that the
local education authority may encourage and assist voluntary
agencies and associate with itself their representatives. The
Government itself has introduced a Bill which contains
practically Mr. Rea’s Bill with the added clause. The Bills,
therefore, include medical treatment. Mr. Jowett, M.P.,
would go further and wishes that the children should
not only be treated but cured. He asked the Minister
for Education what machinery by inspection or otherwise
there was to be for insuring efficiency in the medical
measures carried out; Mr. McKenna replied that the matter
was receiving his careful attention ; it would be well if it
also received the careful attention of the medical profession.
When a charitable organisation is used to save the pockets

1 Vol. xxiv., Part 3, 1903.


